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Headteacher’s Update

Marco Cetara of the youth 
service Fearless.org – part 

of the charity Crimestoppers – 
presented four assemblies to our 
students to highlight the dangers 
of local crimes.

Crimestoppers has launched a 
campaign to highlight the dangers 
of young people becoming involved 
in local crimes. 

Using Fearless.org, 
Crimestoppers’ youth service, 
young people across the region will 
see warnings about these crimes 
and are encouraged to look at 
the Fearless.org website to find 
out more and pass on, completely 
anonymously, what they know. 
Serious crime gangs use social 

I am immensely proud of the way 
in which everyone has worked 

together over the last 18 months 
to maintain our mantra of, ‘Be kind; 
Work hard and Look smart’. We 
have strived to maintain as much 
normality as possible and staff 
have shown great creativity and 
initiative in enabling students to 

Maidenhill currently has 20 
Young Carers who attend 

the school. Young Carers are 
young people under the age of 18 
who provide regular or ongoing 
care and/or emotional support 
to a family member. They may be 
involved in the care of an adult or 
child in their family affected by 
a physical disability or sensory 
impairment, long term illness, 
mental ill health, problematic 
substance misuse and/or a 
learning disability.

With the agreement of the 
person and their family, anyone 
can refer a young person to 
Gloucestershire Young Carers 
– this could be the young 
person themselves, a member 
of the family, a family friend or 
a professional working with the 
family (e.g. GPs, social workers, 
health workers, teachers, 
educational staff and community 
workers). 

Mr G Bastow (Frocester 
Learning Community Leader) 
is the school lead for our Young 
Carers and is on hand to support 
our existing or new Young Carers.

FearlessYoung Carers
media to encourage, recruit and 
trick young people to become 
involved in crime, which is why the 
charity is reaching out to young 
people using those same social 
media channels.

The campaign’s timing is 
particularly important, as more 
young people, both within 
Gloucestershire and nationally, risk 
being potentially exploited with 
the easing of lockdown restrictions 
and the summer holidays ahead. 
We were exceptionally impressed 
with how our students listened and 
engaged with such an important 
message.

Mr R Lloyd

have a variety of opportunities. 
Resilience and positivity have 
been our watchwords and I have 
been so impressed with how 
students and staff have risen to 
the additional challenges this year. 
‘Where there is a will, there is 
more often than not a way, despite 
Covid!” 

This newsletter showcases the 
many achievements of the last few 
months; your sons and daughters 
are a credit to you, Maidenhill and 
the wider community. I hope you 
enjoy this newsletter. 

Mrs P Wilson
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Textiles Food and Nutrition

Product Design

In Textiles, Year 7 make a 
bird out of felt that they have 

designed themselves. They learn 
some introductory embroidery 
stitches and how to sew on buttons 
and sequins, which they must 
incorporate into their design. They 
are also introduced to the ways a 
designer thinks and works. The end 
results are always very individual.

Year 8 design a layered art 
textiles piece based on seed heads. 
They study the work of textile 
artist Anne Brooke, using her ideas 
for inspiration. More embroidery 
stitches are added from their Year 
7 repertoire and they also learn 
about appliqué. This is quite a 
tricky thing to do and takes a lot of 
concentration. Students’ finished 
products were fabulous!
Mrs K Butcher

As part of their non-
examination assessment, 

Year 11 Food and Nutrition 
students had a choice of 
researching, preparing and 
cooking either two dishes 
suitable to be served as part of 
a brunch menu, or two dishes 
suitable for including in a picnic 
hamper. The assessment was 
timed and students had to 
demonstrate their technical 
skills. The results were not only 
delicious, but also a feast for  
the eye!                   Miss K Shannon

This year, Year 10 GCSE Design 
and Technology students 

designed and manufactured a 
sellotape dispenser for their 
chosen client. Students had to 
consider the needs and wants 
of their client before they could 
design a product that will be 
decorative and functional. I am 
delighted with all the outcomes 
and the students should be 
very proud of themselves; their 
products are both practical and 
manufactured to a high quality 
standard. I look forward to seeing 
their prototypes next year. 
Mr M Sadler



4

 M A I D E N H I L L  N E W S :  S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

Sporting Achievements

Sports Day

Alex Bell has been awarded a 
2 year academy scholarship 

at Swindon Town Football Club, 
starting in September. We look 
forward to seeing him on the big 
screen! 

Molly King and Leona Beech 
have both been given a place in the 
Hartpury U18 Rugby Academy for 
September. Training is set to start 
soon and we wish them the best 
of luck at this exciting time in their 
rugby careers.

A fantastic afternoon of athletics 
was held on Wednesday, 30 

June, with the whole school watching 
amazing performances from all 
students. The sun shone and the 
atmosphere was electric. 

A huge well done to Haresfield 
who took the overall winners’ cup for 
the first time ever!

A number of students also 
achieved new Sports Day records in 
their respective events:

Year 7
Marni Arnett
Long Jump  4.19m
100m   13.68

Piers Clutterbuck
Javelin 24.95m

Poppy Culver
Javelin 15.19m

Lexie Bull has not let lockdown 
stop her from training and 
competing and she is currently 
ranked no 1 in the country for 
600m athletics running events in 
field and track competitions for 
her age group.
Mrs S. Kendry

Year 8
Tirion Lewis 
Long Jump    4.27m

Erin Lamming Mann 
Shot Putt   7.93m

Milo Neary
200m   24.10

Year 9
Ella Hannis 
Discus   24.65m
Shot Putt  9.02m

Year 10
Oakley James
1500m 04.56 

Will Gamble
Shot Putt 12.09m

Congratulations and very well 
done to all!

Mrs S. Kendry
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If you like: 

Darcy is finding it hard to adjust 
to a new life in the wilderness of 
Yellowstone National Park. But a 
chance encounter with a bear leads her 
to grow to love the natural environment 
that she at first hated. 
Accelerated Reader 4.3 – 5 points

When orphan Matthew Henson ran away 
from his violent stepmother to find life 
in the big city, he ended up becoming the 
first man to reach the North Pole. This is 
the story of his achievement and how it 
was ignored due to the colour of his skin. 
Accelerated Reader 4.6 – 2 points

Jake is amongst the finalists in a story-
writing competition invited to tour a 
stately home. With each ghostly tale 
he hears told by the tour guide, Jake 
becomes more and more uneasy….
Accelerated Reader 4.5 – 3 points

E-book Must Reads

Try these:

Try these:

Try these:

If you like:

If you like:

To further foster a love of reading among our students, our e-library is 
an invaluable resource available free of charge to all students.

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream

To be in a play you have 
to audition for it. We all 

auditioned after school, starting 
with warm ups, getting to know 
each other and having a bit of a 
laugh. We were put into groups, 
given a script and a part each to 
practise. We had to perform to  
Mr Nash, Miss Fowke and Mrs Ball 
so that they could pick parts for us 
that we would perform well. After 
the auditions we had to wait for a 
couple of weeks before the cast 
was announced in the daily bulletin 
and the tutor read our names 
out. We were so excited when we 
heard who we were playing!

We have had rehearsals twice 
a week, depending on our roles, 
lasting for an hour and a half. We 
either practise scenes on stage 
or in the dance studio, where we 
figure out positions and work on 
projecting our voices. We often 
have to go through scenes various 
times before we get them right.

The dancing has been fairly 
complicated, especially when 
we had to work on timing our 
movements correctly. It took us 
several rehearsals to get it right and 
we still have to keep going over it!

Getting costumes was very 
exciting because they are all 
different and unique. We all told 
our friends what we are wearing. 
It is also great that some of the 
fairies talk about what they are 
going to wear to each other and 
share links so that they can match. I 
think all the costumes I’ve seen look 
great and I can’t wait for the dress 
rehearsal.

To conclude, the whole 
experience is super exciting and we 
can’t wait to perform it – that will 
be so fun!
Avery Mooney, Mia Jennings and 
Mima Atkins, Year 7
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Stonehouse  
History Walk

Mastering Maths

I have lived in Stonehouse for 
most of my life, so going on 

this trip, into the depths of the 
town, was all the more intriguing 
and has surely given our history 
class an all new perspective. 
We started off from the school 
canteen and our history teacher, 
Mr. Porter, took us to our guide 
who gave a brief explanation of 
what we were about to do. Ready 
to go, we grabbed our partners 
and walked down to Woodcock 
Lane. Although the cars were 
loud and disruptive, we managed 
to hear our guide perfectly well, 
due to her voice amplifier. She 
explained the names and origins 
of the buildings as well as some 
interesting details about them. 
Some of the steep hills we had 
to trudge up were tiring, but it 
was all part of a magnificently 
organised routine the staff had 
planned for the students. We all 
really benefitted from it for the 
upcoming assessment and took 
the time to realise how much the 
town has evolved and grown in 
population. Overall, from the fresh 
air to learning about Stonehouse’s 
origins, I am confident we can all 
agree our time was tremendous.
Devonte King, 7DJF

Since January, students have 
had access to the Hegarty 

Maths website, an online maths 
tuition platform, where students 
can access video tutorials and 
online interactive questions on 
925 skills, from Year 7 to preparing 
for A levels. Maidenhill students 
have made a fantastic start and 
have already answered over 
119,000 questions. A special 
mention goes to Year 11 students 
Lucia Hinchliffe, Zoe Barton, Ruth 
Spring, Pippa Benn, Molly King 
and Jasmine Williams who each 
answered over 1000 questions 
correctly. Students who have 
answered the most questions 
correctly per year group are:

Y7 Matt Tookey, Y8 Molly Swift, 
Y9 Mason Cunningham, Y10 Ethan 

Robinson, Y11 Lucia Hinchliffe.
Over the last two years, the 

mathematics department has been 
working with the local maths hub 
to develop mathematical mastery. 
The key principle is that all students 
can be successful mathematicians 
through hard work and a positive 
mindset. It’s important that all 
adults have a positive attitude 
towards mathematics too. In class, 
teachers focus on deepening 
students’ understanding of 
mathematics by asking students 
to explain their thinking and with 
open-ended tasks rather than 
just mechanical practice. Please 
encourage your son/daughter to 
show you their maths work and ask 
them to explain it to you!
Mr B Robinson

Ethan 
Robinson

Mason 
Cunningham

Molly 
Swift

Matt 
Tookey
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Thursday, 12th August  GCSE Results Day

Friday, 3rd September  Start of Term

Monday 20th September   Y7 and Y9 photographs

Tuesday, 28th September   Y6 Open evening

Wednesday, 29th September  Y6 Open morning

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Study Zone is Back!

Alumni

The Big Bang

Study Zone sessions are 
available to all year groups, 

but on chosen nights only 
to ensure we keep to our 
student bubbles. Students are 
able to enjoy a quiet, relaxed 
atmosphere in our computer 
rooms, to either complete their 
independent study or to revise. 
Many students attend regularly, 

The Edit competition asks young 
people to take part in a digital 

storytelling challenge for the 
chance to win a broadcast of the 
winning film on a Sky channel. Alex 
Batterham (Year 8), together with 
a friend in London, did exactly that. 

The students were required 
to submit a 90 second video clip 
on one of two topics: Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion or 
Climate Change. The boys chose 
the latter, focussing on raising 
awareness of Climate Change and 
communicating the actions they 
would take to reduce emissions and 
work towards a more sustainable 
future.

Submissions were received 
from schools across the country. 
While they may not have won, the 
boys did well to be shortlisted –  
in itself a fantastic achievement. 
Well done!
Mr A Hara

Young inventors and 
experimenters, future 

game-changers and lifesavers 
are all given an opportunity to 
develop and shine in The Big Bang 
Competition, which ran from 23 to 
25 June 2021 this year. Big Bang 
Digital showcases surprising ways 
to build a brighter, greener world. 

Year 7 students joined a live 

making use of the computers and 
printers and completing work 
with the support of their peers 
and staff in school.

“Study Zone is very helpful 
because you can get all of your 
work done, without all of the 
distractions at home.”  

Bessie Welbourn, 7DRCL

The Edit

Former Maidenhill students are 
making their mark! Betsey Hall 

is thrilled to have secured a place 
in Primary Education at university, 
while Sam Tomkins achieved a pass 
in level 3 childcare. Ashley Rowles 
is expected to achieve 4 A levels 
at A*/Distinction in Computer 
Science and other digital subjects 
and has been offered a place 
at Gloucestershire University 

Thursday, 30th September  Y6 Open morning

Friday, 1st October    Inset Day

Friday, 22nd October  End of Term 1

Monday, 1st November  Start of Term 2

for September to study Cyber 
Security. Abbie Allen is enjoying 
all the challenges Army life brings 
and has completed her phase 3 
trade training. She is currently 
working her way through the 
driving licences, including driving 
articulated lorries. Sam Banks has 
joined Ballet Central, the touring 
company of Central School of 
Ballet in London.

session, focussing on the NHS 
and technological developments 
as well as exploring careers, 
while Year 8 attended a climate 
change presentation and looked 
at how vaccines work. Big Bang 
at School helps teachers run their 
own inspiring STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) days and they can 

access sessions to support their 
curriculum across all year groups. 


